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Telephone  : 
Blaydon  161 


Health  Department, 
Council  Offices, 
Blaydon-on-Tyne. 
August,  1961. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Blaydon  Urban  District  Council. 

Madam  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medi- 
cal Officer  of  Health  foi<  the  year  1960. 

The  population  of  the  District  continued  to  increase,  the 
figure  for  1960  being  250  greater  than  for  1959,  168  of  which  were 
accounted  for  by  the  natural  population  increase. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  for  the  year  shows  an  increase  of 
23,  with  a corresponding  increase  in  the  crude  death  rate  from 
11.02  to  11.67,  although  the  figures  do  not  show  any  great  ex- 
cess over  those  for  Durham  County  as  a whole.  The  compara- 
bility factor  adjusted  death  rates  both,  for  Blaydon  Urban  District 
and  Durham  County  are,  however,  greater  than  for  England  and 
Wales.  The  live  birth  rate  shows  an  increase  from  14.88  to 
16.40  but,  offsetting  this,  the  number  of  infant  deaths  has  risen 
from  15  in  1959  to  21  in  1960.  This  increase  is  almost  entirely 
due  to  an  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  due  to  prematurity, 
which  rose  from  6 in  1959  to  11  this  year.  Cardio-vascular  di- 
sease remained  the  commonest  cause  of  death  with  a total  of 
180,  while  cancer  accounted  for  a further  74  deaths  - compared 
with  78  in  1959  - and  was  the  second  most  common  cause.  The 
figures  for  leukaemia  show  no  increase.  Once  again,  no  deaths 
were  recorded  as  due  to  pregnancy  or  other  maternal  causes. 

The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified  fell  from 
455  to  47,  due  almost  entirely  to  the  bi-annual  recession  in 
measles  epidemic  and,  to  a smaller  extent,  to  the  fall  in  scarlet 
fever  incidence  from  39  cases  notified  in  1959  to7oasosin  1960. 
Again,  no  case  of  diphtheria  was  notified;  whooping  cough  noti- 
fications remain  small  in  number.  3 cases  of  food  poisoning 
occu^ed  and  the  causative  organism  was  identified  in  2 cases. 
The  incidence  of  dysentery  fell  from  17  to  7.  18  new  cases  of 

tuberculosis  were  notified  as  compared  with  11  in  1959  and  7 
deaths  occurred  from  this  cause.  The  number  on  the  Register 
shows  increase  of  1.  No  cases  of  poliomyelitis  were  recorded. 
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Poliomyelitis  and  smallpox  vaccinations  have  been  continued 
throughout  the  year.  Prophylaxis  against  diphtheria  and  against 
whooping  cough  has  also  been  carried  out,  in  the  majority  of 
cases  the  combined  vaccine  being  used. 

The  rehousing  of  families  from  Clearance  Areas,  the  orders 
of  which  were  confirmed  prior  to  1960,  proceeded  satisfactorily; 
but  considerable  difficulty  was  experienced  in  securing  demoli- 
tion of  the  vacated  houses. 

During  the  year,  representation  was  made  to  the  Council 
in  respect  of  15  Clearance  Areas  comprising  a total  of  118 
houses.  Orders  were  made  and  presented  to  the  Ministry  for 
confirmation  and,  by  the  end  of  the  year,  2 Areas  comprising 
45  houses  had  been  confirmed  without  modification. 


23  houses  were  dealt  with  under  Section  16  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1957,  as  Individual  Unfit  Houses  and  Demolition  or  Closing 
Orders  were  made  accordingly.  Thus,  the  total  number  of 
houses  dealt  with  during  the  year  was  141,  bringing  the  total 
number  dealt  with  under  the  five-year  plan  to  861. 

The  number  of  unfit  houses  in  1955  was  estimated  to  be 
1,010  and  the  Council  undertook  to  deal  with  577  during  the  five 
years  ending  December,  1960.  This  number  has  been  exceeded 
by  284,  leaving  a further  149  to  be  included  and  dealt  with  in 
the  next  programme. 


The  volumetric  gauge,  sited  in  the  Council  Offices  74  feet 
above  mean  sea  level,  records  air  pollution  in  the  lower  part  of 
the  township  of  Blaydon.  The  readings  continue  to  be  high  due 
to  industrial  smoke,  Tyne  Valley  smog  and  domestic  smoke 
from  houses  situated  in  this  part  of  the  town.  Ten  elevenths, 
of  the  Urban  District  is  more  than  100  feet  above  mean  sea  level 
with  the  highest  point  784  feet  at  Horsegate  Reservoir.  An 
additional  gauge  has  been  installed  and  is  now  in  operation  at 
Winlaton,  405  feet  above  sea  level,  but  sufficient  readings  are 
not  yet  available  for  comparison. 


The  Durham  County  Water  Board  are  carrying  out  exten- 
sive reorganisation  which,  when  completed,  will  greatly  improve 
the  standard  of  water  to  the  part  of  the  District  which  it  supplies. 
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Of  necessity,  as  no  Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  in  office 
from  September,  1960,  until  July,  1961,  this  Report  has  been 
compiled  from  records  and  from  informaion  obtained  from  staff 
of  the  Health  and  other  Departments  and,  inevitably,  any  com- 
ments are  based  on  these  and  are  not  from  personal  experience 
in  the  District.  I am  indebted  and  my  thanks  are  due  to  the 
Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  and  his  staff  for  their  willing 
assistance  in  obtaining  necessary  information;  and  to  the  County 
Medical  Officer  and  his  staff  for  their  co-operation  in  supplying 
information  and  advice,  as  officials  of  the  Local  Health  Authori- 
ty for  the  District. 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  A.  DRYDEN, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


6 


I.  STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  DISTRICT 

Acreage  — 9,325. 

Population  — 1931  — 32,248 
1951  — 30,791 
1960  — 31,020 

Number  of  inhabited  houses: 

Council,  3,533  Other,  6,502  Total,  10,035 
The  density  of  persons  per  house  was  therefore  3.091, 
Number  of  other  premises  : 1,547. 

Rateable  Value  ; £260,163. 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  : £1,025. 


Vital  Statistics 


Births,  Comparability  Factor.  0.96 
Live  Births  Male  Female  Total 

Number  274  256  530 

Adjusted 

Rate  per  1,000  population  Blaydon  U.D.C.  17.09  - 16.40 

Durham  County  18.50  - 17.80 

England  and 

Wales  17.10  - 17.10 


Illegitimate  Live  Births 

Male  Female  Total 
Number  7 11  18 

Percentage  of  total  live  births  3.39 
Still  Births  Male  Female  Total 

Number  6 5 11 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  20.33 


Total  Live  and  Still  Births  541 
Deaths.  Comparability  Factor  1.23 
Infant  Deaths  (under  1 year)  21 

Infant  Mortality  Rates.  Total  Infant  deaths  per 

1,000  total  live  births 
Blaydon  U.D.C.  39.62 

Durham  County  27.69 

England  and  Wales  21.70 
Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000 

legitimate  live  births  41.01 
Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000 

illegitimate  live  births  0.00 
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Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate.  30.02 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate.  30.02 

Peri-natal  Mortality  Rate.  49.90 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion) 

Number  of  deaths  0.00 

Rale  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  0.00 

Total  Number  of  deaths  in  the  District 

Male  Female  Total 
Number  210  152  362 

Crude  Death  Rate  Adjusted 

Blaydon  U.D.C.  11.67  14.35 

Durham  County  11.50  14.00 

England  and  Wales  11.50  11.50 

The  commonest  causes  of  death  during  1960  were: 

1.  Coronary  Disease,  Angina  60 

2.  Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  ....  53 

3.  Other  Heart  Diseases  40 

4.  Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases  ....  37 

5.  Malignant  Neoplasms  at  defined  sites  ....  36 

6.  Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms  37 

Causes  of  Infant  Deaths: 

Prematurity  11 

Congenital  Abnormalities  3 

Hydrocephalus  3 

Pneumonia  2 

Anecephaly  1 

Pulmonary  Atelectasis  1 

Total  21 

Natural  Increase  in  Population  : 168 


8 


o 


o 

c 

in 

<n 

<u 

£ 

T3 

C 

C3 

TD 

C 

«uo 

c 

W 

>» 

c 

p 

o 

e 

c3 

-C 

u. 

3 

Q 

c 

o 

>S 

rs 


CQ 


>, 


o 


c 

<TJ 


tUD 

C 


rj 

CU 

E 

o 

KJ 

J= 

o. 

o 

w. 

O 


o 

'O 

ON 


ON 

in 

O 


co 

in 

o 


N 

C"> 

o 


o 

vn 

ON 


m 

VD 

<r 


+ 

m 

ON 


»n 

in 

o 


© 

NO 

<x 


o 

o 


CO 

Nf 

On 


N 

V 

O' 


o 

O' 


CM 

<r 

O' 


o 

o 


SHibi9  3 aii  ooo  i bad  aiva 


o 


o 


BLAYDON  DURHAM  COUNTY  ENGLAND  &WAIES 


THE  REGISTRAR  GENERAL’S  SHORT  LIST  OF  CAUSES  Of 
DEATH  DURING  i960. 


Causks  of  Death 

VI ALKS 

Females 

Total 

1 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

3 

2 

5 

2 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

— 

2 

2 

■3 

Syphilitic  Disease 

1 

— 

1 

4 

Diphtheria  ...  

— 

— 

5 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

6 

Meningococcal  Infection 

— 

— 

7 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

8 

Measles  ... 

— 

— 

9 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

O 

— 

2 

10 

Malignant  Neoplasm-Stomach 

11 

2 

13 

I) 

Malignant  Neoplasm- Lung  and  Bronchus 

15 

— 

15 

12 

Malignant  Neoplasm-Breast 

— 

4 

4 

13 

Malignant  Neoplasm- Uterus 

— 

1 

1 

14 

Other  Malignant  & Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

15 

22 

37 

15 

Leukaemia  and  Aleukaemia 

2 

1 

3 

16 

Diabetes  .. 

2 

2 

17 

Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System 

31 

22 

53 

18 

Coronary  Disease.  Angina  ... 

39 

21 

60 

19 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

5 

6 

11 

20 

Other  Heart  Diseases 

15 

25 

40 

21 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

8 

8 

16 

22 

Influenza 

1 

2 

3 

23 

Pneumonia  ...  

4 

5 

9 

24 

Bronchitis 

18 

3 

21 

25 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

1 

— 

1 

26 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  ... 

4 

— 

4 

27 

Gastritis.  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

— 

3 

3 

28 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  ...  

— 

1 

1 

29 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

3 

— 

3 

30 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth  and  Abortion 

— 

— 

— 

31 

Congenital  Malformations  ... 

4 

2 

6 

32 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases  . 

20 

17 

37 

33 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

4 

— 

4 

34 

All  Other  Accidents 

2 

— 

2 

35 

Suicide  

2 

1 

3 

36 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

210 

152 

362 
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Social  Conditions  and  Physical  Features  of  the  District. 

Part  of  the  Northern  Boundary  is  the  River  Tyne  from  Der- 
went Haughs  to  Stella  Haughs  which  is  also  the  boundary  be- 
tween the  counties  of  Durham  and  Northumberland.  From 
Stella  to  where  it  joins  Stanley  Burn  at  the  North  West  extremity 
of  the  District  the  boundary  follows  the  line  of  Blaydon,  Barlow 
and  Coal  Burns  and  separates  Blaydon  and  Ryton  Urban  Dis- 
tricts. 


The  Urban  District  is  bounded  on  the  West  by  the  County 
Boundary  via  the  Red,  Clinty  and  Milkwell  Burns  ending  at 
Blackhall  Mill.  Adjoining  Blaydon  Urban  District  to  the  West 
are  parts  of  Prudhoe  Urban,  Hexham  Rural  and  Consett  Urban 
Districts. 

The  River  Derwent  forms  the  South  and  South  East  boun- 
dary of  the  District  and  enters  the  Tyne  east  of  Blaydon  at 
Derwent  Haugh. 


Wards. 

This  District  is  divided  into  five  Wards. 

(1)  Blaydon  : This  Ward  is  situated  on  the  south  bank 
of  the  River  Tyne  and  is  both  residential  and  industrial.  The 
main  industries  are  heavy  and  light  engineering,  iron  foundries, 
brickworks  and  fireclay  works.  Further  industrial  development 
is  taking  place  in  an  area  of  this  Ward  to  the  east  of  Blaydon 
along  Chainbridge  Road  near  Scotswood  Bridge.  The  Ward 
also  provides  the  principle  shopping  facilities  for  the  populace 
of  the  surrounding  areas. 


(2)  Winlaton:  This  ward  is  situated  to  the  south  of  Blaydon 
at  a height  of  300  feet  and  is  basically  residential.  Large  scale 
housing  development  has  taken  place  in  this  Ward  during  the 
post-war  years  and  is  still  continuing.  Most  of  the  population 
are  employed  outside  the  Ward  in  engineering  on  industrial  Tyne- 
side, the  mining  and  railway  industries. 
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(3)  Rowlands  Gill:  This  ward  lies  low  in  the  Derwent  Valley, 
is  semi-rural  in  character  and  is  essentially  residential.  Post- 
war housing  development  has  been,  and  will  continue  to  be,  con- 
centrated in  this  area.  The  population,  most  of  which  is  em- 
ployed in  the  mining  industry,  finds  employment  outside  the 
Ward.  There  is  one  colliery  in  the  Ward. 


(4)  High  Spen  : This  Ward  is  rural  in  character  and  is 
essentially  residential.  A substantial  part  stands  above  the  500 
feet  contour.  The  population  is  mostly  concentrated  in  High 
Spen,  a typical  coal  mining  village  although  the  industry  has  de- 
clined over  the  past  few  years.  Thera  are  no  specific  industries 
in  the  area  and  the  population  finds  employment  at  collieries 
mainly  outside  the  Ward. 

(5)  Chopwell  : The  greater  part  of  the  area  of  this  Ward 
is  agricultural  and  forestry,  the  bulk  of  the  population  being 
concentrated  in  Chopwell  and  Blackhall  Mill.  Coal  mining  is 
the  chief  industry  in  the  Ward  and  employment  is  provided  in 
the  main  at  Chopwell  Colliery. 
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II.  GENERAL  PROVISIONS  01  THE  HEALTH  SERVICES 

NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT 
Hospital  and  Specialist  Services  Provision 

(1)  HOSPITAL  SERVICES 

(a)  General 

The  provision  of  Hospital,  Sanitarium  and  Maternity  Home 
accommodation  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Newcastle  Regional 
Hospital  Board 

The  Royal  Vicroria  Infirmary  and  the  General  Hospital, 
Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  and  the  Bensham  and  Queen  Elizabeth 
Hospitals,  Gateshead,  receive  the  majority  of  medical  and  sur- 
gical cases  from  the  District. 

(b)  Midwifery  and  Gynaecology 

Of  the  midwifery  and  gynaecological  cases  sent  to  hospital, 
most  find  their  way  to  the  Princess  Mary  Maternity  Hospital, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  the  Bensham  Hospital, orQueen  Elizabeth 
Hospital,  Gateshead  and  the  Richard  Murray  Hospital,  Shotley 
Bridge. 

(c)  Tuberculosis 

Provision  is  made  for  the  hospital  treatment  of  cases  of 
tuberculosis  in  various  sanatoria  within  the  counties  of  Durham 
and  Northumberland.  Norman’s  Riding  Infectious  Disease  Hos- 
pital is  now  used  as  a sanatorium  for  males  and  females.  At 
the  end  of  the  year  persons  having  tuberculosis  were  being  ad- 
mitted to  sanatoria  very  shortly  after  diagnosis  was  established. 
This  speedy  primary  treatment  gives  patients  a much  greater 
expectation  of  recovery  and  complete  cure. 

(d)  Venereal  Disease 

Patients  may  be  referred  by  their  doctors  to  the  Venereal 
Disease  Clinic  at  the  General  Hospital,  Westgate  Road,  New- 
castle upon  Tyne. 

(e)  Other  Infectious  Diseases 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  requiring  isolation,  other  than 
tuberculosis  and  venereal  disease,  are  removed  to  the  Sheriff  Hill 
Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  or  to  the  Walkergate  Hospital.  In 
the  event  of  smallpox  occurring  in  the  District,  such  cases  would 
be  treated  at  Langley  Park  Hospital. 
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(f)  Menial  Health 

Parents  and  relations  who  wish  to  obtain  information,  re- 
garding the  services  available  for  children  or  adults  who  are 
mentally  re.arded,  should  get  in  touch  with  the  County  Health 
Department,  at  Durham,  the  Health  Visitor,  the  Assistant 
County  Medical  Officer,  or  the  Mental  Welfare  Officer  for  the 
Area. 

Training  of  patients  can  be  given  in  the  home  and  there  are 
occupation  centres  to  serve  certain  areas  of  the  County. 

The  Mental  Welfare  Officer,  at  the  request  of  medical  prac- 
titioners or  of  the  police,  can  arrange  for  admission  of  cases  to 
mental  hospitals. 

The  services  of  a phychiatric  social  worker  are  also  avail- 
able. 

(2)  LABORATORY  SERVICES 

By  arrangement  with  the  Durham  County  Council,  all  speci- 
mens for  bacteriological  examination  are  sent  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  Pathological  Institute,  General  Hospital, 
Newcastle  upon  Tyne.  4.  They  are  examined,  free  of  charge, 
for  both  practitioners  and  patients. 

(3)  BLOOD  TRANSFUSION  SERVICE 

The  Regional  Headquarters  of  the  Blood  Tansfusion  Ser- 
vice is  at  the  Newcastle  General  Hospital,  Westgate  Road, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  4. 

(4)  MASS  MINIATURE  RADIOGRAPHY 

This  service  functions  from  the  Newcastle  General  Hospital. 
During  the  year,  the  Unit  visited  various  parts  of  the  District. 

Local  Authority  Provision 

(1)  LOCAL  HEALTH  AUTHORITY 

The  Local  Health  Authority  for  the  Urban  District  is  Dur- 
ham County  Council  which  is  responsible  for  the  undermention- 
ed : — 

a)  Health  Centres 

b)  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics 

c)  Midwifery 

d)  Health  Visiting 

e)  Home  Nursing 

f)  Vaccination  and  Immunisation 

g)  Ambulances 
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h)  Prevention  of  illness;  and  care  and  after  care 

of  sick  persons 

i)  Home  Help  Service 


(a)  Health  Centres 

There  are  no  centres  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act  in  this 
District. 

(b)  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics 

Clinics  for  the  treatment  of  minor  ailments  in  school  child- 
ren, maternity  and  child  welfare,  are  provided  by  the  County 
Council  at  various  centres  throughout  the  District.  Dental  and 
sun-ray  treatment  are  available  for  mothers  and  children  at  the 
Axwell  Park  Clinic,  Blaydon. 

(c)  Midwifery 

An  expectant  mother  can  have  the  services  of  a doctor 
(General  Practitioner  Services  of  the  Local  Executive  Council) 
who  undertakes  maternity  work  and  of  a midwife,  as  well  as 
ante-natal  and  post-natal  care  at  Local  Health  Authority  Clinics. 

(d)  Health  Visiting 

The  Health  Visitors  attend  persons  in  their  homes  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  advice,  to  expectant  or  nursing  mothers  on  the 
care  of  young  children,,  and  to  aged  or  ill  persons’,  and  also  to 
stress  the  measures  necessary  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection. 

(e)  Home  Nursing 

The  County  Council  is  the  responsible  authority  under 
Section  25  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act  for  the  provision 
of  a Home  Nursing  Service.  Any  requests  for  a Home  Nurse 
should  be  made  to  the  nurse  resident  in  the  District  or  to  the 
County  Council’s  Superintendent  of  Home  Nursing. 

(f)  Vaccination  and  Immunisation 

Vaccination  against  smallpox  may  be  obtained  free  of  charge 
on  application  to  any  medical  practitioner  who  has  agreed  to 
give  service  within  the  National  Health  Service.  Facilities  are 
also  available  for  the  vaccination  of  children  at  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Centres. 
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Immunisation  against  diptheria  and  whooping  cough  may  be 
obtained  free  of  charge  on  application  to  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Centres  or  to  any  general  practitioner  in  the  National 
Health  Service. 

B.C.G.  vaccination  against  tuberculosis  may,  in  certain  cir- 
cumstances, be  carried  out  by  chest  physicians  at  the  Chest 
Clinics. 

Application  for  vaccination  against  poliomyelitis  can  be  made 
to  the  County  Health  Department,  the  Child  Welfare  Centres, 
general  practitioners,  or  the  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer 
lor  the  Area  at  the  Area  Medical  Office,  Blaydon. 

(g)  Ambulances 

The  County  Council  provides  the  ambulance  facilities  for 
the  Administrative  County.  The  Message  Receiving  Centre  for 
Blaydon  District  is  at  the  Ambulance  Station,  East  Street,  Stan- 
ley (Stanley  570).  A General  Service  Depot  is  at  Winlaton.  The 
function  of  this  Depot  is  to  deal  with  routine  work  of  the  service 
from  8 a.m.  to  8 p.m.  on  weekdays!  and  8 a.m.  to  4 p.m.  on  Satur- 
days. 

(h)  Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After  Care  of 

Sick  Persons. 

Nursing  equipment  is  provided,  for  sick  persons,  on  request 
by  medical  practitioners,  district  nurses  and  hospital  almoners. 
Invalid  chairs  are  also  available;  and  extra  nourishment  or  bedd- 
ing can  be  supplied  to  patients  suffering  from  tuberculosis.  A 
charge  is  normally  made  for  this  service,  but  in  certain  circum- 
stances, the  charge  may  be  reduced  or  waived  altogether. 

Limited  accommodation  is  available  in  convalescent  homes 
provided  by  voluntary  agencies  and  information  can  be  obtained 
from  the  County  Health  Department.  Domiciliary  visits  are  made 
to  patients  at  home  by  Health  Visitors  and  District  Nurses. 

(i)  Home  Help  Service 

Domestic  help  is  provided  for  households  where  such  is 
needed  because  of  the  presence  of  any  person  who  is  ill,  an 
expectant  mother,  lying-in,  mentally  ill,  aged  or  a child  not  over 
school  age.  Any  person  may  make  a request  for  the  services  of 
a Home  Help,  and  application  should  be  made  to  the  County 
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Health  Department.  A charge  is  normally  made  for  this  service 
but,  in  certain  circumstances,  the  charge  may  be  reduced  or 
waived  altogether. 

(2)  LOCAL  SANITARY  AUTHORITY 

This  section  of  the  Health  Service  is  provided  by  the  Urban 
District  Council  and  the  work  carried  out  is  discussed  in  later 
sections. 

Local  Executive  Council  Provision 

The  Durham  County  Executive  Council  is  the  Executive 
Council  responsible  for  the  provision  of  the  General  Medical  and 
Dental,  the  Pharaceutical  and  the  Supplementary  Ophthalmic 
Services  for  the  District.  Many  of  the  medical  practices  are 
partnerships  of  two  or  more  doctors. 

Education  Act 


LOCAL  EDUCATION  AUTHORITY 
School  Health  Services 

The  School  Health  Services  are  provided  by  the  Durham 
County  Council.  The  services  provide  for  the  systematical 
medical  inspection  and  for  the  medical  and  dental  treatment  of 
school  children. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT 

(a)  Burial  and  Cremation  of  the  Dead  — Section  50 

It  was  necessary,  during  the  year,  for  the  Council  to  imple- 
ment this  Section  in  one  case  only. 

(b)  Removal  to  Suitable  Premises  of  Persons  in  Need  of 

Care  and  Attention  — Section  47 

One  case  was  dealt  with  informally,  by  admission  to  Lea 
Hill  Hospital,  Lanchester. 
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Ill  PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

The  number  of  cases  of  Infectious  diseases  notified  during 
the  year  are  as  shown  in  the  table  below: 


Disease 

No  of 

Cases 

1959 

i960 

M 

F 

A1 

1 F 

Measles 

1 8(S 

181 

2 

8 

Scarlet  Fever 

2(1 

19 

4 

3 

Dysentery 

8 

9 

| 

5 

2 

Pood  Poisoning 

2 

i 

i 

2 

2 

Whooping  Cough 

3 

8 

Erysipelas 

2 

i 

1 1 

Tu  berculosis 

8 

3 

7 

Poliomyelitis 

I 



Meningococcal  I nfection 

Acute  Pneumonia 

1 

1 

2 

Totals 

230 

225 

25 

22 

Food  Poisoning! 

Three  cases  of  food  poisoning  occurred  during  the  year.  All 
were  members  of  different  families.  In  two  cases,  bacteriological 
examination  of  specimens  isolated  the  causative  organisms.  These 
were  Salmonella  Thompson  and  Shigella  Sonne.  In  the  other 
case,  the  causative  organisms  remained  unidentified. 


Tuberculosis 

Five  deaths  occurred  during  the  year  (three  male,  two  fe- 
male) from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  two  deaths  (female) 
from  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

Death  rate  from  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis: 

Blaydon  U.D.C.  0.225 

Durham  County  0.097 

England  and  Wales  0.075 

New  cases  notified  during  the  year  were  18. 
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New 

Cases 

Age  Periods 

Pulmonary 

Non  pulm’ary 

,\1 

1 P 

\1 

1 F 

Under  1 year 



1 — 4 

5 14 

— 

— 

— 

15  — 24 

3 

1 



25  - 34 

2 

3 





35  — 44 

45  — 54 

I 

3 

I 

— 

— 

55  — 64 

- 

— 





65  ami  over 

2 

— 



1 

Not  Known 

— 

1 

— 

Totals 

1 1 

6 

— 

1 

At  the  end  of  1960  the  Register  showed  the  following  figures 
compared  with  1959:- 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Total 

M 

F 

M 

F 

86 

93 

28 

25 

232  (1960) 

85 

92 

28 

26 

231  (1959) 
Corrected  figures 

Smallpox  Vaccinations  during  1960 

Total  number  of  primary  vaccinations  ....  162 

Total  number  of  re-vaccinations  20 

Diptheria  and  Whooping  Cough  Prophylaxis  during  1960 


Primary 

Reinforcing 

Diphtheria  only 

31 

67 

Combined  Diphtheria  and 
Whooping  Cough 

320 

52 

Whooping;  Cough  only 

2 

2 
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Poliomyelitis 

No  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  were  notified  in  Blaydon  U.D. 
during  the  year  I960., 


Area  Statistics 

By  the  31st  December,  1960,  19,641  persons  had  received 
primary  poliomyelitis  vaccinations  in  the  Area  comprising  the 
Urban  Districts  of  Blaydon,  Ryton  and  Whickham.  Of  these, 
13,084  had  received  their  third  injections  in  addition. 

The  age  group  distribution  of  primary  vaccinations  was  as 
under:- 


No.  of  persons  vaccinati  d with  two 
injection?'  at  any  tin  e up  to  31  12-60 

No  of  persons 
\\  ho  had  received 
third  injection  up 
to  31-12-60 

Persons  born  in  1 Persons  born  in  | Other  i Total 
years  43-60  years  33-4?  i Groups 

14.314  | 4,209  | 1,1  IS  | 19.641  | r 13.084 

District  Statistics. 

Primary  vaccinations  and  third  injections  received  during 
the  year  1960  are  as  shown  below  : — - 


Vaccinations  undertaken  by  General  Practitioners 


Primary 

Vaccinatious 

| Third  Injections 

1943-60 

1933-42 

Under  40 
& Born 
before  1933 

Others 

I Total 

1 

391 

93 

202 

4 

1 690 

1,578 

A number  of  vaccination  sessions  were  also  undertaken  in 
the  District  by  factories  operating  there-in  and  7 sessions  were 
also  carried  out  at  District  clinics. 
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Infectious  Diseases 

Summary  of  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  1960 


DISEASE 

No.  OF 
TOTAL 
CASES 
NOTIFIED 

No.  OF 
CASES 
ADMITTED 
TO  I.D. 
HOSPITALS 

No.  | 

FOUND 

POSITIVE 

No 

FOuND 

NEGATIVE 

Scarlet  Fever  

7 

7 



Whooping  Cough  

3 

3 

— 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

Measles  

8 

— 

8 

— 

Acute  Pneumonia  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Infection 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Paralytic  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Non-Paralytic 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Encephalitis  Infective  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Smallpox  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas  

1 

— 

1 

— 

Dysentery  

7 

— 

7 

— 

Typhoid  Fevers  (Enteric)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid  Fevers  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning  

3 

— 

3 

— 

Tuberculosis  - Respiratory 
Tuberculosis  - Meninges  and 

17 

— 

17 

— 

C.N.S. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  Other  Forms  ... 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Totals 

47 

47 
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Analysis  of  cases  into  Age  Groups 


Disease 

Under  1 year 

1 year 

2 years 

to 

i-i 

a 

CO 

4 years 

5-9  years 

10-14  years 

15-24  years 

25-34  years 

35-44  years 

45-64  years 

65  years  and  over 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Measles 

1 

1 

3 

— 

2 

i 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

— 

2 

1 

— 

7 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Erysipelas 

i 

1 

Tuberculosis 

4 

5 

2 

3 

3 

17+1 

Totals 

1 

2 

4 

— 

6 

7 

1 

8 

5 

5 

4 

3 

46+1 

* Ase  group  not  known 
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IV  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


1.  Water  Supply 

All  houses  in  the  District  are  supplied  with  good  quality 
water,  piped  direct  to  each  house  from  the  Water  Companies’ 
mains.  Part  of  the  township  of  Blaydon  is  supplied  by  the 
Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water  Company.  The  remainder  of 
the  District  is  supplied  by  Durham  County  Water  Board.  The 
supply  is  continuous  and  plentiful. 


No  samples,  of  raw  water  entering  the  supply,  were'  taken. 

Nineteen  bacteriological  samples  were  taken  during  the  year. 
Of  these,  seventeen  were  satisfactory.  The  two  samples  which 
were  unsatisfactory  bacteriologically  were  brought  to  the  notice 
of  the  Water  Board  and  later  samples  from  the  same  sources 
proved  to  be  satisfactory.  Three  samples  were  taken  for  chemi- 
cal analysis.  All  the  analyses  were  satisfactory.  The  reports 
showed  that  two  of  the  samples  could  be  plumbo-solvent  but 
neither  sample  was  found  to  contain  lead. 

2.  Closet  Accommodation 


= 

Increase  or  Decrease  during  the 

year 

Sanitary 

Accommodatic 

I 

Number  at 
31-12-59 

1 

By 

Conversion 

By 

Improvement 

By 

New  Houses 

Discontinued. 
Houses  Dem- 
olished, etc. 

Total 

Increase  or 
Decrease 

Number  at 
31-12-60 

Water 

Closets 

11834 

+ 1 

_ 

+ 3 

+ 151 

-50 

+ 105 

1 1939 

Ash 

Closets 

136 

-1 

-2 

- 

-4 

-7 

129 

Privy 

Middens 

- 

- 

- 

-- 

— 

23 


3.  Collection  and  Disposal  of  Household  Refuse 

In  certain  parts  of  the  District,  where  the  houses  are  occu- 
pied by  miners  and  where  there  is  a larger  amount  of  heavy 
refuse,  two  collections  per  week  are  made.  In  all  other  parts  of 
the  District  there  is  a once  weekly  collection. 

One  foreman,  twenty  one  loaders  and  four  drivers  are  regu- 
larly employed  on  collection,  and  three  men  on  disposal. 


4.  Clean  Air 

The  recordings  taken  from  the  gauge  situated  in  the  lower 
part  of  Blaydon  indicate  a comparatively  high  degree  of  air 
pollution  in  that  area,  particularly  when  the  wind  direction  is 
easterly.  This  confirms  the  observations  made  last  year. 

A volumetric  gauge  has  now  been  installed  at  Winlaton. 
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5 Summary  of  Sanitary  Defects  and  Nuisances  Remedied 

General  Summary 


Sousing: — 

Public  Health  and 
Housing  Acts 


Overcrowding 

Sanitary  Conveniences: — 
Insufficient 
Defective 

Drainage  .. 

Water  Supply 
Food  Premises 
Shops  Act 
Dairies 

Slaughter  Houses: — 

Public 

Private 

Tents,  Vans,  etc. 

Offensive  Trades 
Factories  and  Workplaces 
Keeping  of  Animals 
Insanitary  Ashpits  & 
Receptacles  ... 

Offensive  Accumulations 
Smoke  Nuisances  Abatement 
Prevention  of  Damage  by 
Pests  Act,  1949 


! No.  of 
i Inspect- 
i ions 

No.  of 
Informal 
Notices 
Served 

No.  of 
Statutory 

N otices 
Served  ^ 

Def  ects 

kerned  ied 

Legal 

Proceed 
mgs  an 
Genera 
Remark 

i 

2103 

114 

1 

132 

— 



_ 

67 

49 

49 

_ 

105 

105 

— 

105 

-- 

314 

167 

— 

167 

— 

11 

11 

— 

11 

— 

243 

5 

— 

23 

— 

321 

6 

— 

6 

— 

3 

128 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

68 

31 

— 

31 

— 

3 

1 

— 

1 

— 

205 

205 

— 

205 

— 

17 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15 

— 

— 

138 

— 

I 

1 

— 

3745 

694 

— 

| 730 

— 

Totals 


Offices 

Offices  have  been  visited  and  action  taken  where  necessary. 

Camping  Sites 

There  are  no  licensed  camping  sites  in  the  District 
Cinemas 

\ 

The  six  cinemas  in  the  District  have  been  visited  and  any 
necessary  action  taken. 

Swimming  Baths 

There  are  no  swimming  baths  in  the  District. 


V HOUSING 

The  rehousing  of  families  from  clearance  areas,  the  orders 
of  which  were  confirmed  prior  to  1960,  proceeded  satisfactorily 
but  considerable  difficulty  was  experienced  in  securing  demoli- 
tion of  the  vacated  houses. 

During  the  year,  representation  was  made  to  the  Council  in 
respect  of  15  Clearance  Areas  comprising  a total  of  118  houses. 
Orders  were  made  and  presented  to  the  Ministry  for  confirma- 
tion and  by  the  end  of  the  year  two  Areas  comprising  45  houses 
had  been  confirmed  without  modification. 

23  houses  were  dealt  with  under  Section  16  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1957  as  Individual  Unfit  Houses  and  Demolition  or  Closing 
Orders  were  made  accordingly. 

Thus  the  total  number  of  houses  dealt  with  during  the  year 
was  141  bringing  the  total  number  dealt  with  under  the  5 year 
plan  to  861. 

The  number  of  unfit  houses  in  1955  was  estimated  to  be 
1,010  and  the  Council  undertook  to  deal  with  577  during  the  5 
years  ending  December,  1960.  This  number  has  been  exceeded 
by  284,  leaving  a further  149  to  be  dealt  with  and  included  in 
the  next  programme. 
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Tabular  Statement  for  the  Year  1960. 


New  Houses  Completed 
During  Year 

With 

State 

Assist- 

ance 

Unaided 

Total 

(a)  By  Local  Authority 

1 15 



115 

(b)  By  any  other  Housing 

Authority  

— 

— 

— 

vc)  By  Private  Persons  

— 

36 

36 

Totals 

1 15  1 

36 

151 

Closing  and  Demolition  of  Houses 
A.  Formal  Action 


i 

Number  of  houses  demolished  during  the  year 
as  a result  of  Clearance  Schemes  or  other  formal 
action  

59 

ii 

Number  of  houses  closed  but  not  demolished 
as  a resulc  of  formal  action  

Nil 

iii 

Number  of  houses  in  Clearance  Areas  and  indi- 
vidual unfit  houses  demolition  of  which  tem- 
orarily  postponed  

Nil 

iv 

Number  of  houses,  in  use  as  temporary  accom- 
modation (Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act, 
1954,  Part  1)  

Nil 

B.  Informal  Action 

Number  of  houses  permanently  discontinued  as 
dwellings  as  a result  of  informal  action  and 
not  included  above  

Nil 

Reconditioning  and  Repair 

Number  of  houses  made  fit  during  year  by  pro- 
cedure under  Housing  Acts  (excluding  temporary 

accommodation)  or  Public  Health  Acts: — 

(a) 

As  a result  of  Informal  Action  

114 

(b) 

By  owners  as  a result  of  Statutory  Notices  .... 

Nil 

(0 

By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

Nil 
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Improvement  Grants  Housing  Acts,  1949  . 59 

Number  of  Separate  Houses 


Discretionary 

Standard 

Grant 

Grant 

(a) 

Applications  submitted  to  Local 
Authority  

Nil 

46 

(b) 

Applications  rejected  by  Local 
Authority  

Nil 

Nil 

(c) 

Total  number  of  applications 
received  since  inception  of 
scheme  

Nil 

56 

(d) 

Total  number  of  grants  paid 

Nil 

37 

(e) 

Grants  outstanding  at  end  of 
1960  pending  completion  of  work 

Nil 

19 

Overcrowding 

The  problem  of  overcrowding  in  the  District  has  been  alle- 
viated to  some  extent  during  1960  but  action  in  this  direction 
has  needed  to  take  second  place  to  slum  clearance;  as  a result, 
statistics  on  overcrowding  cannot  be  made  available. 

Number  of  Habitable  Houses  in  the  District 

Blaydon  Ward  2787 

Winlaton  Ward  2703 

Rowlands  Gill  Ward  2019 

High  Spen  WJard  736 

Chopwell  Ward  1790 


Total  10035 
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Meat  Inspection 
Slaughter  Houses 

Three  privately  owned  slaughterhouses  are  licensed  but 
regular  slaughtering  takes  place  in  only  two  of  them.  All  ani- 
mals slaughtered  during  the  year  were  examined  after  slaughter 
and,  where  possible,  ante-mortem  inspections  were  made. 


Condemnation  of  Meat 

For  Tuberculosis  

For  Other  Conditions  Rendering  Meat 

294  lbs.  Bovine  Liver  

12  lbs.  Bovine  Liver  

66  lbs.  Bovine  Liver  

5 Pairs  Bovine  Lungs 

3 Pairs  Sheep  Lungs  

1 Sheep  Pluck  

3 Pairs  Pig  Lungs  ...;  

1 Pig  Pluck  

134  lbs.  Beef  


Nil 

Unsound 

Parasitic 

Telangiectasis 

Abscesses 

Pneumonia 

Pleurisy 

Parasitic 

Pleurisy 

Parasitic 

Bruising 
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Summary  of  Inspections 


Cows 

Cattle 

exclud- 

ing 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

1 

150 

— 

563 

50 

Number  inspected 

1 

150 

— 

563 

50 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis  & Cysticer- 
cosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

32 

— 

4 

4 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  and  Cysticercosis 

21  -33% 

— 

0-71% 

»% 

Tuberculosis  Only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

— 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  Tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cysticercosis  Only 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

- 

-r-  - 





- 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Generalised  and  totally  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 
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Food  Inspection 


The  following  quantities,  of  food  found  to  be  unsound,  were 
voluntarily  surrendered  and  so  disposed  of  as  to  prevent  its  use 
for  human  consumption  : 


No.  of 
Tins 

Weight 

Canned  Foods 

Ham  

119 

641  lb. 

2 ozs. 

Other  Canned  Meats 

224 

388  lb. 

12  ozs. 

Fruit  

496 

513  lb. 

1 ozs. 

Vegetables 

399 

547  lb. 

9 ozs. 

Fish  

41 

15  lb. 

0 ozs. 

Soup  

22 

17  1b. 

7 ozs. 

Milk  Puddings 

28 

241b. 

1 1 ozs. 

Milk  

64 

- — 

— 

Sundries 

Dried  Fruit 

....  — 

102  lb. 

0 ozs. 

Cheese  

— 

61b. 

9 ozs. 

Registration  of  Premises  under  Section  16, 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 

Seven  shops  were  registered  for  the  sale,  and  storage  for 
sale,  of  ice-cream  bringing  the  total  number  registered  up  to 
fifty  seven. 

Three  premises  are  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  ice- 
cream. 

Twenty  seven  premises  are  registered  for  the  manufacture 
and  sale  of  preserved  foods,  etc. 

Inspection  of  Food  Premises 

All  premises  where  food  is  manufactured,  prepared,  stored 
or  sold,  have  been  inspected  as  often  as  possible  during  the  year 
and  215  visits  were  made. 

Prevention  of  Damage  By  Pests  Act,  1949. 

During  the  year  dwelling  houses,  business  premises  and 
agricultural  properties,  have  been  visited  following  complaint  or 
in  the  course  of  survey  under  the  above  Act. 

The  bi-annual  treatments  of  sewers  were  carried  out  with 
satisfactory  results. 

Sewage  works  and  refuse  tips  were  treated  at  least  three 
times  in  the  course  of  the  year  and,  where  necessary,  additional 
treatment  was  given.  All  other  Council  properties  have  been 
kept  under  observation  and  treatment  given  where  necessary. 
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APPENDIX 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  to  1959 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
IN  RESPECT  OF  THE  YEAR  1960  FOR  THE  URBAN  DIS- 
RICT  OF  BLAYDON  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  DURHAM 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Admjnisti  ation  of  the  Factory 

Act,  1937 

PART  1 of  the  Act 

INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


Number  of 

Prenvst'S 

0) 

N umber  on 
Register 
(2) 

1 nspections 
(3) 

W rittcn 
notices 
(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

1)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,2, 3, 4 & 6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

16 

12 

— 



2)  Factories  not  included  in  (11 
in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

80 

56 



3)  Other  premise  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
L.A.  (excluding  out-workers 
premises) 

Totals 

96 

68 

— 

— 
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2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found: 


Particulars 

Found 

Reme- 

died 

Refe 
!o  H.M. 
Inspect- 
or 

rrcd 

By  H.M; 
I nspect’ 
or 

Number 

of  cases 
in  which 
prosecu- 
tion were 
institut- 
ed 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

4 

4 

— 

1 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 
Unreasonable  Temperature 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  Ventilation  ( S. 4) 
Inadequate  drainage  of  floors 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(S.fi) 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

~ 

' 

— 

a)  Insufficient 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

12 

12 

— 

3 

— 

c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 
Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offences 

relating  to  outwork). 

15 

15 

— 

15 

— 

Totals 

31 

31 

— 

i9 

— 

There  are  three  outworkers  in  the  District  all  engaged  in 
the  making  of  wearing  apparel.  No  cases  of  default  under  Sec- 
tion 110  occurred  and  no  action  was  necessary  as  regards  un- 
wholesome premises  under  Section  111. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  AUTHORITY 

I960 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

JAMES  TAYLOR,  O.B.E.,  M.B.,  CH.B.,  D.P.H.,  D.T.M.&H. 
(until  September,  1960) 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  : 

GEORGE  E.  RENWICK,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspectors  : 

WILSON  JOYCE,  M.A.P.H.I. 

EDWARD  RIDLEY,  M.A.P.H.I. 

(appointed  July.  1960) 

Pupil  Public  Health  Inspector  : 

THOMAS  GIBSON 

Public  Health  Clerk  : 

MARGARET  YOUNG 
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